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Subtext:
Douglass’s
Response

“Mr. LINCOLN opens his address
by announcing his complete
loyalty to slavery in the slave
States, and quotes from the
Chicago platform a resolution
affirming the rights of property
in slaves, in the slave States. He
is not content with declaring that
he has no lawful power to
interfere with slavery in the
States, but he also denies having
the least ‘inclination’ to interfere
with slavery in the States. This
denial of all feeling against
slavery, at such a time and in
such circumstances, is wholly
discreditable to the head and
heart of Mr. LINCOLN.”

--Douglass’ Monthly, April, 1861



Subtext: June 16, 1858

“A house divided against itself
cannot stand.”

| believe this government cannot
endure, permanently half slave
and half free. | do not expect the
Union to be dissolved---1 do not
expect the house to fall---but | do
expect it will cease to be divided.
It will become all one thing, or all
the other.

Either the opponents of slavery,
will arrest the further spread of it,
and place it where the public
mind shall rest in the belief that it
is in course of ultimate
extinction; or its advocates will
push it forward, till it shall
become alike lawful in all the
States, old as well as new---North
as well as South.




Defining Union

e central idea of secession is the essence
. A majority held in restraint by constitutiona
and limitations, and always changing easily with
rate changes of popular opinions and sentiments, i
nly true sovereign of a free people. Whoever reject
es of necessity fly to anarchy or to despotism.

nimity is impossible.”

T seedy 1+ @ € Ly T s TTrend on e Chrks GBree o B

== W F Copress inthe yeay e &y = Tt Cont Jor fhe Fentlars Dritict of Mew Ve
OUR NATIONAL BIRD AS IT APPEARED WHEN THE IDENTICAL BIRD AS IT APPEARED .A .D. I861 .
HANDED TO JAMES BUCHANAN MARCH 4 1857 - acmmlpy e W
Dey -

pot IE NMossmu St NC



: Washington
. Territory

1861 | o
l:ISIave States
-Free States
- l:lslave territories
l:lFree territories
-Dther countries

.. District
Virginia Columbia
Jan. 1861
Meutral strip
New Mexico Indian ‘Tennessee
Territory Territory Arkansas South
o Carolina

Missouri
MNorth Carolina

Texas Mississippi Georgia

L Alabama
1780 1800 1821 1837 1846 1858 1861
Slave States

5 8 12 13 14 17 19

Louisiana - -
TR Florida)

e not enemies, but friends.
t not be enemies.”



Lincoln’s Secession Crisis, and Ours

“A majority held in restraint by constitutional checks and limitations
... isthe only true sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects it
does of necessity fly to anarchy or to despotism. Unanimity is

impossible.”
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