Dred and Harriet Scott and the Struggle for Freedom’s Birthright

Dred Scott’s mark on 1846 freedom suit

They had for more than a century before
been regarded as beings of an inferior
order, and altogether unfit to associate
with the white race, either in social or
political relations; and so far inferior,
that they had no rights which the white
man was bound to respect; and that the
negro might justly and lawfully be
reduced to slavery for his benefit.
—Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, 1857

Fourteenth Amendment (1866 / 1868)

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal

protection of the laws.
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