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This catalog contains 
examples from the panels 
on display at the 2019 
Dickinson & Slavery exhibit 
in the House Divided 
Project studio at 61 N. 
West Street, Carlisle.   The 
exhibit is open to the 
public on Wednesdays 
from 9am to noon and by 
appointment. You can also 
explore more about the 
Dickinson & Slavery 
initiative at our website:  
http://housedivided.dickin
son.edu/sites/slavery  



 

 

Dickinson Founders and the Shadow of Slavery
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Dickinson College and the Shadow of Slavery
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Dickinson and the Crisis Over Slavery 
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Dickinson and the Civil War Era 
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Around the turn of the twentieth century, 
Dickinson students called Noah and Carrie 
Pinkney, who were longtime and popular 
campus food vendors on campus, “Uncle Noah” 
and “Aunt Noah.”  The Pinkneys were both born 
into slavery, but they forged a life in freedom 
together in Carlisle during the decades after the 
Civil War.  The couple sold pretzels, sandwiches, 
ice cream and other treats outside of East 
College and also from a popular restaurant in 
their nearby home. A Union army veteran and 
well-known community activist, Noah Pinkney 
died in 1923, just a few years after Carrie had 
passed away herself in 1917. The couple had no 
children.  During the early 1950s, the college 
erected a plaque in Noah Pinkney’s honor.  Until 
now, he has been the only former slave to have 
been honored in such public fashion at 
Dickinson.   
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 Original cyanotype, c. 1890 by Prof. Charles Himes (Class of 1855); adapted by Prof. John Osborne in 2018 and colorized by 

Amanda Donoghue (Class of 2019) 
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Five Generations of an ex-slave family in Beaufort, SC, by Timothy O’Sullivan, 1862; courtesy of Library of Congress; colorized by 
Amanda Donoghue (Class of 2019) 
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Men of Company E, 4th US Colored Infantry, Fort Lincoln, Washington, DC, November 17, 1865 by William Morris Smith, courtesy 
of Library of Congress and colorized by Naji Thompson (Class of 2019) 
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 Portraits of Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney (Class of 1795) and President James Buchanan (Class of 1809), courtesy of the 

Dickinson College Archives & Special Collections 
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Confederate dead in front of the Dunker Church at Antietam, September 1862 by Alexander Gardner, courtesy of the 
Library of Congress 
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