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Since 1858, Nicolay had been writing occasional articles for the Missouri
Democrat of St. Louis; he filed a long report on the Chicago Convention for that
newspaper." Shortly after that conclave, Lincoln told Hatch: “I wish | could find
some young man to help me with my correspondence. It is getting so heavy | can’t
handle it. | can’t afford to pay much, but the practice is worth something.” When
Hatch recommended Nicolay, Lincoln found it easy to accept the advice, for he
regarded the young man as “entirely trust-worthy” and had often conversed and
played chess with him in Hatch’s office, which served as an informal Republican
headquarters. Nicolay had hoped to be given the task of writing a campaign
biography and was “filled with jealous rage” when Howells was chosen.’He was
solaced when Lincoln hired him at $75 per month, for he vastly admired his
employer, who served as a kind of surrogate father to the orphaned Nicolay.’

! Using the pen name Pike, Nicolay wrote articles that appeared in the Missouri Democrat on January 12, June 17
and 28, July 19, and October 11, 1858; and May 23, 1860.

2Bu rlingame, ed., With Lincoln in the White House, xv-xvi.

®John G. Nicolay to Therena Bates, Springfield, 7 June 1860, Burlingame, ed., With Lincoln in the White House, 1;
Burlingame, Inner World of Lincoln, 78.
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