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The election hinged on the Fillmore voters of 1856, especially in Indiana and
Pennsylvania, where gubernatorial contests were to be held in October, and also in New
York. Lincoln realized that he must win over men like “the great high priest of
Knownothinigism,” James O. Putnam, the postmaster at Buffalo and a close friend of
Millard Fillmore.' Putnam, said Lincoln, resembled Weed: “these men ask for just, the
same thing — fairness, and fairness only.”? In time Putnam came to admire Lincoln vastly,
calling him “one of the most remarkable speakers of English, living.” For “logical
eloquence, straight-forwardness, clearness of statement, sincerity that commands your
admiration and assent, and a compact stren[g]th of argument,” Lincoln was “infinitely
superior to Douglas,” he thought.? As for Bell, Putnam acknowledged that the
Tennesseean “has the respect and confidence of every man of American antecedents,
but of what earthly service can 20,000 or 30,000 votes be to him in New York?” Putnam
deserted the Bell forces because “he saw no chance for them to carry the Northern
States, and his only hope in defeating the Democratic party, and thereby promoting the
interests of the country, was in a union with the Republicans upon the Chicago platform
and nominees.”* (As president, Lincoln was to name Putnam consul at Le Havre.)
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