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According to Henry C. Whitney, Baker “related that when he read the note
to the delegates and workers gathered at the Lincoln headquarters he was
greeted with a burst of laughter.” Davis, who guffawed louder than anyone else,
said: “Lincoln ain’t here, and don’t know what we have to meet, so we will go
ahead, as if we hadn’t heard from him, and he must ratify it.”* Davis and Swett
negotiated with the leading Cameron operatives, John P. Sanderson and Joseph
Casey, “in the wee small hours of Friday morning.”> Before the convention met,
Sanderson had predicted that Lincoln, unlike other contenders, might be able to
carry the Keystone State.’ Cameron was allegedly offered a cabinet post in return
for the votes of the Pennsylvania delegates on the second ballot.” The Cameron
representatives, wary because their counterparts had no authorization from
Lincoln to act, were reassured that the Rail-splitter would never repudiate a
promise they made.”
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