AN OFFIOCER ON THE ODLOEED SOLDIERS.

A= to availability for military drill aod doty in
other respects, the only guestion I ever hear debated
among the officers is, whether they are equal or su-
perior to whites. 1 have oever heard it suggested
that they were inferior, although I expecred fre-
gquently to hear such compiaints from hasty or unsuc-
ceestul officers. OF one thing I am esare, that their
best gualities will be wasted by merely keepiug them
for garrison duty. They scem ?Ecuiiarly fitted for
oilensive operations, and especially for partizan war-
fare ; they bave so much dash and such abundant
resourced, combined with such an Indian-like Enowl-
edze of the country and its ways. These traits bave
been often illustrated in expeditions sent after descert-
ers. For instance, 1 dispatched one of my best lisu-
tenants and my best sergeant with a sqoad of men
to search a certain plantation, where there were two |
separate villages. They went by might, and the
force was divided. The lieutenant took one set of
huta, the sergeant the other. Before tlio licutenant

had reached hia first house, every moan in the village |

waos in the woods, innocent and guiley alike. Bue
the sergeant’s mode of operation was thus described
by a corporal from a white regiment who happened
to be in one of the negro houses, He said I:-E:lt not
a seound was heard until suddenly a red leg appeared.:
in the open doorway, and a voice outside said, * ral-
lv." Going to the door, he observed a similar pair
of red legs before every hut, and not a person was
allowed to go out, until the guarters had been
thoroughly searched by Sargeant Prince Rivers, our
color-scrgeant, who is provost-sergeant also, and has
entire charge of the prisoners, and of the daily po-
licing of the camp. He is a man of distinguished
appearance, and in old times was the crack coach-
man of Beaufort, in which capacity he ooce drove
Beaoregard from this plantation to Charleston, ¥ be-
lieve. E‘I‘hay tell me that be was once allowed to
present a petition to the Governor of South Carolina
in behalf of slaves, for the redress of certain griev-
ances; and that a placard, offering two thousand
dollars for his recapture, is still to be seen by tha
wayside between here and Charleston. He was a
sergeant in the old ¢ Honter Regiment,” and was
taken by General Hunter to New York last spring,
where the cherrons on his arm brought a mob upon
bim in Broadway, whom he kept off till the police
interfured. There is not_a white officer in thia reg-
iment who has more administrative ability, or more
abzolute anthority over the men ; they do not lowve
him, but his mere ence bhas controlling power
over them, “He writes well enough 1o prepare for
me a daily report of his duties in-the camp; if his
education reached a bigher point, I see no reason
why be should not command the army of the Poto-
mac. He is jet-black, or rather, I should eay, wine-
Black: ; his complexion, like that of others of my dark-
est men, having a sort of rich, clear depth, without
a trace of sootiness, and fo my eye very handsome,
His features are tolerably regolar and full of com-
mand, and his fizure soperior to that of any of our
white officers,—heing six feet high, perfectly

tioned,’and of apparently incxhaustible strenzth and
activity. Is it ¥s like a panther’s; 1 mever gaw
such a tread. o anti-slavery nowvel has described a
man of soch marked ability. He makes Toussaint
£EHMtlr intelligible ; and if there shoold ever be a

ek o s

k_!.a.ck mooarchy in Soath Carclina, he will be ita
ing. - .
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