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The Republicans triumphed because of their party’s unity and the bitter split within the Democracy; 

because of the rapidly growing antislavery feeling in the North, where the Lecompton Constitution and 

the Dred Scott decision outraged many who had not voted Republican in 1856; because of the North’s 

ever-intensifying resentment of what it perceived as Southern arrogance, high-handedness, and 

bullying; because Germans defected from the Democratic ranks; because the Republican economic 

program appealed both to farmers (with homestead legislation) and to manufacturers and workers 

(with tariffs) far more than the Democratic economic policies adopted in response to the Panic of 1857; 

because the rapidly improving economy blunted fears of businessmen as they contemplated a 

Republican victory; and because of public disgust at the corruption of Democrats, most notably those in 

the Buchanan administration. Lincoln did especially well among younger voters, newly eligible voters, 

former nonvoters, rural residents, skilled laborers, members of the middle class, German Protestants, 

evangelical Protestants, native-born Americans, and most especially former Know Nothings and Whig-

Americans.1 
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