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Lincoln took encouragement from the ever-widening rift in the
Democratic party over such issues as a federal slave code for the
territories and the reopening of the African slave trade. To Herndon
and others he said, in substance: “an explosion must come in the near
future. Douglas is a great man in his way and has quite unlimited power
over the great mass of his party, especially in the North. If he goes to
the Charleston Convention [of the national Democratic party in 1860],
which he will do, he, in a kind of spirit of revenge, will split the
Convention wide open and give it the devil; & right here is our future
success or rather the glad hope of it.” Herndon recalled that Lincoln
“prayed for this state of affairs,” for “he saw in it his opportunity and

wisely played his line.”!

! Herndon to Horace White, Springfield, 25 April 1890, White Papers, Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfield.
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