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But it was not absurd, for the race for the nomination was wide open.
Seward seemed to be the front runner, but many thought him as
unelectable as Chase. Other names being tossed about —John MclLean,
Nathaniel P. Banks, Edward Bates, Lyman Trumbull, Jacob Collamer,
Benjamin F. Wade, Henry Wilson — were all long shots at best. As
Schuyler Colfax noted in December 1858, “there is no serious talk of

1
any one.”

Despite his modesty, Lincoln between August 1859 and March 1860
positioned himself for a presidential run by giving speeches and
corresponding with party leaders in several states, among them lowa,
Ohio, Wisconsin, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire,
and Kansas.? At the same time, he labored to keep Republicans true to
their principles by having them steer a middle course between the
Scylla of Douglas’s popular sovereignty and the Charybdis of radical
abolitionism. Only thus could he and his party capture the White
House.? And only thus could a lesser-known Moderate like himself lead
the ticket.
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