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Lesson Plan (Middle School)

Lincoln Douglas Debates – Google Earth Tour 
Introduction

This is a two part lesson designed for 7th/8th grade Middle School students. 
· Part 1 – Background/Overview of  the  Lincoln Douglas Debates
· Part 2 – Google Earth Tour

After students watch and/or read an overview of the Lincoln Douglas debates, students will work together in groups as they explore the Google Earth tour and learn more about this event. Cooperative learning is recommended for Part 2 since students will find some questions challenging. 

Materials – 

· Google Earth 

· http://earth.google.com/
· Lincoln Douglas Google Earth tour KMZ file

· http://housedivided.dickinson.edu/debates/tour.html
· Handout - Lincoln Douglas Debate 

Part 1A – Anticipatory Set 

Suggestions – 

· Anyone recognize this individual ? 

· http://hd.housedivided.dickinson.edu/files/images/HD_lincolnA.jpg
· Abraham Lincoln in 1863, with a beard 

· What important event took place while he lived in the White House? 

· Anyone know when the Civil War started? 

· Today we will discuss the Lincoln-Douglas debates, which took place three years before the Civil War when Lincoln looked like this – http://hd.housedivided.dickinson.edu/?q=node/13919
Part 1B – Background on the Lincoln-Douglas debates 

· Documentary – http://housedivided.dickinson.edu/debates/ld-photostory.html
· Alternative to YouTube – http://www.vimeo.com/7341279
Alternatives to a Documentary 
· Interactive Essay – 

· http://housedivided.dickinson.edu/debates/essay.html
· Exhibit produced by the Gilder Lehrman Institute and the House Divided Project – 

· http://www.gilderlehrman.org/collection/online/lincolndouglas/index.html
Part 2A – Anticipatory Set 

· How many students have used Google Earth before? 

· Have students find specific locations (local school, sports stadium, Golden Gate Bridge, White House, Pentagon, etc) as they familiarize themselves with Google Earth controls 

Part 2B – Cooperative  Learning 
· Have students work in groups as they complete handout based on the Lincoln Douglas Google Earth tour 
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Handout - Lincoln Douglas Debate

Note – Question # corresponds with the tour stops

1. House Divided Speech: June 16

Question 1A – What city did Lincoln give his speech in?
Question 1B – When Lincoln gave his House Divided speech, was he a United States Senator? 

Question 1C – Explain why was “Lincoln’s house-divided speech sounded very radical.” Read the description in this stop and look for how editor John Locke Scripps reacted. 

2. Douglas campaign opening: July 9
Question 2A – What city did Douglas give his speech in? 

Question 2B – What did Stephen Douglas hope to gain by linking “Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech with radical abolitionism”? In other words, why would Douglas want to reinforce the idea that Lincoln wanted to destroy slavery? 

3. Lincoln debate challenge: July 24
Question 3A – Why does Douglas want to avoid having any debates with Lincoln? 

Question 3B – Read “Letter 4” – How long would a debate between Lincoln and Douglas last? 

4. Ottawa Debate: August 21
Question 4A– Who do you think won the Ottawa debate? After reading the description at this tour stop, explain your answer. 

6. Jonesboro Debate: September 15
Question 6 – Read the description on this tour stop and identify two ways in which the Jonesboro debate different than the Ottawa and Freeport debates? 

1. ___________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________

10. Alton Debate: October 15

Question 10 – Unlike today, Lincoln and Douglas did not have microphones or sound systems. Read the description on this tour stop and explain why some people in Alton could have had a difficult time hearing Douglas. 

11. Senatorial Election: January 5, 1859

Question 11 – Go to the tour stop and click on the link for “Map of Illinois Districts.” Use Google Earth to identify the Congressional district for each debate site. (See Chart on following page).

	Debate Site
	Congressional District

	Ottawa


	

	Freeport 


	

	Jonesboro 


	

	Charleston  


	

	Galesburg


	

	Quincy


	

	Alton


	


