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A S K  YO U R S E L F

What classes do I 
enjoy and why?

What about my 
school do I like 
and what don’t I 

like?

How do I learn 
best?

What am I 
passionate about?

What do I/you see 
as my strengths?

How do I spend 
my free time?

Who has helped 
me to be 

successful?

What are some 
new things I could 

try to challenge 
myself?



TA K E T H E  
A N S W E RS  A N D  

C R E AT E  A  
P L A N

Classes

Clubs

Athletics

Work

Internships

Free time



N OW  A S K  
YO U R S E L F

What might I want to study?

Do I want a college with small or large 
classes?

Do I want research opportunities?

Are there support services I'll need?

Do I want to be near or far from home?

What kind of area do I want to be in?

Are there financial factors that will impact 
my options?



I T 'S  A  PR O C E S S



R E S E A R C H

TOOLS 
THROUGH 

YOUR SCHOOL
BIG FUTURE COLLEGE FAIRS WEB SITES

STANDARDIZED 
TESTING > 

MAILING LISTS



C R E AT I N G  
C O L L E G E  L I S TS





T RY  S O M E  
" T E S T " V I S I T S

This Photo by Unknown author is l icensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

http://piedtype.com/2013/04/10/live-and-love-in-colo-but-go-to-college-elsewhere
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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F O R MI N G  YO U R  
L I S T

This Photo by Unknown author is l icensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

http://getmespark.com/membership-101-why-did-they-join/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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S E L E C T I V I T Y

Understanding selectivity means understanding the likelihood of your admission, though 
admission is never guaranteed so you'll want to have a couple of schools in each 

category. Acceptance rates and the grades and/or standardized test scores for admitted students 
will give you a sense of a college's selectivity.

If you are looking, for example, at the mid-50% range of credentials for a particular 
college's admitted students and your credentials match the bottom of that range (the 25th 

percentile) this might be a REACH school for you, whereas a MATCH school is one where your 

credentials match the middle of that range and a SAFETY school will be one where your 
credentials match the top of that range (the 75th percentile).



FA C T O R I N G  I N  C O S T  W I T H  YO U R
R E A C H  –  M AT C H  –  S A F E T Y  L I S T S



I N S T I T U T I O N A L  P R I O R I T I E S



F I N A L I Z I N G  YO UR  L I S T

DRAWING ON THE SELF-REFLECTION THAT 
HELPED YOU TO IDENTIFY THE TYPE OF 

SCHOOL YOU WANT AND NEED

CONSIDERING THE SELECTIVITY AND 
INSTITUTIONAL PRIORITIES OF THE 

COLLEGES TO WHICH YOU WANT TO APPLY



L E A R N I N G  M O R E  A N D  
D E M O N S T R AT I N G  
I N T E R E S T



P RE S E N T I N G  
YO U R S E L F  T O  

C O L L E G E S

Begin thinking about the 
things you'll want to highlight 

in your application to 
demonstrate why the colleges 

you're interested in should 
also be interested in you.

Reach out to your contacts at 
those colleges and take 

advantage of their visits to 
your high school or 

participation in a college fair. 
Help them to get to know you 
beyond what you'll say in your 

application (and remember 
that demonstrating your 

interest matters).

And create an email address 
for your college search that 

you'll be proud of!



P RE PA R I N G  T O  A PP LY

1

Know how your 
school manages 
the process.

2

Take 
standardized 
tests.

3

Get to know 
your 
school/college 
counselor.

4

Think about the 
teachers who 
know you best 
and have seen 
you rise to 
challenges.

5

Begin preparing 
your resume of 
activities (for 
your 
applications and 
recommenders).

6

Create a 
checklist of 
application 
requirements 
(for admission, 
financial aid and 
scholarships).

7

Pursue outside 
scholarships.



QUESTIONS?
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