LIBERTY ©LIITE,
NEW ARRANGEMENT:--NIGHT AND DAY.

The improved and splendid Locomotives, Clatksoti|  “ Hide the outcasts—Iet the oppressed go free.”’—Bible.
and Lundy, with their trains fitted up in the best style of| T 7For seats apply at any of the trap doors, or to
accommodation for passenzers, will run their regular i the conductot of the train.
trips during the present season, between the botrders of) J. CROSS, Proprictor.
the Patriarchal Dominion and Libertyville, Upper Cndada. | N. B. For the gpecial benefit of Pro-Slavery Police
Gentlemen and Ladies, who may wish to improve their Oflicers, an extra heavy wagon for Texas, will be fur-
health or circumstances, by a northern tour, are rcr*pu:t-fnishcvl, whenever it may be necessary, in ‘which they

fully invited to sive us their patronage. 'will be fortvarded as dead freight, to the “ Valley of Ras-
SEATS FRER, irrespective of color, , cadls;”_diways at the risk of the owners.
Necessary Clothing furnished gratuitously to such as|  [I732Extra Overcoats provided for such of them as
have “ fullen among thicves.” arc afllicted with protracted chilly-phobia.

i




I have never approved of the very public
manner in which some of our western
friends have conducted what they call
the underground railroad, but which, 1
think, by their open declarations, has
been made most emphatically the
upperground railroad. ... 1, however, can
see very little good resulting from such a

course, either to themselves or the slaves

escaping... They do nothing towards

enlightening the slave, whilst they do

much towards enlightening the master.

- Frederick Douglass (1845)




Y COLONIZATY

Stage 1: Colonization
(1810s-1820s)

1816: American Colonization
Society formed, has

Congressional funding

Thomas Jefferson (1820):

“We have the wolf by the ear, and
we can neither hold him, nor
safely let him go. Justice is in one
scale, and self-preservation in the
other...”




Stage 2: Immediatism e
(late 1820s-1830s) '

William Llove

d Garrison

ia



- @he Liberty Press. |
Stage 3: Political Antislavery (late 1830s-1840s) Vicn, Ty, Avgan 0, 1848,

Mk d |

1837: Liberty Party founded
® James G. Birney runs for president as Liberty Party
candidate in 1840, 1844. Barely register at polls.

1846: US invades Mexico

T LipmRTY TiCKELT.

i ) FOR PRESIDENT,

P JAMES G. BIRNEY,
| > Of Michigan.

FOR VICE-PRESIDENT,

CTHOMAS MORRIS,
Of Ohio.






Wilmot Proviso and “Free Soil”’

“I make no war upon the South nor upon slavery in
the South. I have no squeamish sensitiveness upon
the subject of slavery, nor morbid sympathy for the
slave. I plead the cause of the rights of white
freemen. I would preserve for free white labor a fair
country, a rich inheritance, where the sons of toil, of
my own race and own color, can live without the
disgrace which association with... slavery slavery

>

brings upon free free labor.....

— David Wilmot (Pennsylvania congressman), 1847




Territories

MD 8

ELECTORAL VOTE
treesoi. TOTAL: 290

(VAN BUREN)
10%
291,263

POPULAR VOTE
TOTAL: 2,871,906




David Ruggles

“Practical Abolition”

oW

n

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD STATION
36 LISPENARD STREET

ON SEPTEMBER 30 1838, HUMAN-RIGHTS ACTIVIST EREDERICK DOUGLASS
ESCAPEDISLAVERY IN MARYLAND BY DISGUISING HIMSELE AS A SAILOR
AND TRAVELINGI NORTH BY CARRIAGE, TRAINU AND BOAT. A EEW DAYS
LATER HE ARRIVEDUAT 36 LISPENARD STREET. THEN A SMALL BRICK 33
BUILDING/AND 'Al*STATION™ OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, A ¢
NETWORK OF SECRET “CONDUCTORS® AND SAFE-HOUSES FOR FUGITIVE
SLAVES. HERE, AFRICAN-AMERICAN ABOLITIONIST DAVID RUGGLES
KEPT A READING ROOM AND OPERATED! A PRINTING PRESS WHERE HE
PUBLISHED ANTI-SLAVERY MATERTAL, INCLUDING MIRROR OF LIBERTY,
AN ABOLITIONIST NEWSPAPER THE ' SITE. ALSO SE VED AS
HEADQUARTERS OF THE NEW YORK VIGILANCE COMMITTEE, ONE OF
THE NATION'S MOST ACTIVE ANTI-SLAVERY CAMPAIGNS, WHICH AIDED
MORE THAN 1,000 FREEDOM-SEEKING MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION FOUNDATION
2006

NEW YORK




Vigilance
Committees

Networks of Black and white
activists who coordinated aid to
runaway slaves, powered the

Underground Railroad




Vigilance Committee Records

Nov 10th [1855] Harriet with her five
children youngest about 3 yrs of age & oldest
about 17 all slaves of John Dewar, living near
Chestertown, Md.... borrowed two carriages
& a pair of horses... & started on the night of
Oct 26th for a free country... loitered about
for a while till they met a colored man whom
they asked to direct them to a Quaker... took
them to Thos. Garrett

(Sydney Howard Gay, Record of Fugitives,
Columbia University)
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Vigilance Committee Records

List of “Runaway Negroes”
in Michigan farmer
Zachariah Shugart’s Farm
Book (Huntington Library)



Vigilance Committees:
Public-Facing Side

1838: New York City’s Vigilance Committee
(led by Ruggles) reports that it had aided 522
runaways over the past three years

1859: the “ladies of Syracuse” announce that
Jermain Loguen “has been appointed to this
work of Superintending the affairs of the
Underground Railroad in this part of the
State, and his house the Depot where he and
his family have cared and found homes for
between one and two hundred fugitives during

the last year.”

e e W e W W

Underground Railroad.

The ladies of Syracuse and vicinity, deeply
rympatbizing with the fagitive slaves who are
co arriviog in our eity frota the land
of their bondage, and wishing to share a part
of this work with others, in feeding the hungry
and clothing the naked, and taking in the
stranger ; and as by eommon consent of the
friends of liberty in our city and vicinity, the
Rev. J. W. Loguen has been appointed to

"} this work of Saperintending the affairs of the
| Underground Railroad in this part of the State,

and his house the Depot where be and his

.| family have cared and found homes for between

one and two hundred fugitives during the last
year. To reward, in part, Mr. Loguen and his
family for their services and sacrifices ir be-
half of said fogitives—acting the part of the
good Samaritan to them—we do most respect-

| folly invite the friends of religion and humani-

Douglass’ Monthly (February 1859)
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SEAVE'S REFUGE SOCTETY,
b o
Slave s Refuge SOClety A et ol cittaens ol Coetty -»'“H‘_.'. TR

(Gettysburg, PA, 1841) at the Atriean Methodist Episeopal Cloreh,
i Deverantr tast, Me, Clithor wos ape el
“We feel it our indispensable duty ' 7w M e s
to assist such of our brethren as
shall come among us for the TR R
purpose of liberating themselves, » ' o '!'
and to raise all the means in our o ol I8 Boainvint seho |
power to effect our object, which . "
is to give liberty to our brethren |
groaning under the tyrannical rn ety |

. L)) b o . A
yoke of oppression. ? A Y i i
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Personal
iberty Laws
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Northern state laws designed
to protect free Black residents,
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and make it difficult for slave =
Owners to recapture runaways =
in the North



1850 Fugitive Slave Act: part of Compromise of
1850; best understood as a proslavery
Southern response to Northern states’
personal liberty laws and the successes of the
vigilance movement/Underground Railroad.
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¢
recapturing and returning enslaved people. E

Special hearings, rulings not subject to appeal. Virginia senator James Mason
author of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act

Made federal government responsible for
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