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The Emancipation Proclamas
tien.
{From the Nashville Tnion, 13th.|
No act of the President has called forth
such a duluge of abuse, jeers, aud constitu-
tional twaddle from the opponents of the Ad-
wibistration as the prociamation of frecdom
1o those persons who are held in bundage in
the rebellious States, and in rebellious dis-
tricts of other States.
‘It i3 very unconstitutional;" says the
Chicago Times.
“It'is like the Pope's Bull sgainst the
comcet;” says the New York Erpress.
H It is a brumtum fulmen (" says the Louls-

¥ille Journal, .
‘It is barbarous;" says the Cincinnati En-
quirer.

Thus aloug the whole conservative line re-
sounded impreeations, derisions, and lugubri-
ous protestations. )

The President was a eavage, 4 fool, atyrant,
o bloedy usurper, a Nero, a Caligula, a canni-
bal, a murderer of women aud children, a
ghoul, & vampyre, a being whose fero ty
made the rage of Moloch appear merciful, and
tLe infernal barking of triple-headed Cerbe-
bus, the melodious Yoice of a. syren, If the
President had been 8 nervous: man he would
wost likely have thrown himself where the
aforesaid newspapers deserve to be—in the
hosom of the Potomae. It iswell for him
tbat the long howls of the wolf and the
screams of the wild-cat lulled Ris {nfantile
ears, and soothed him to repose, in the wilds
of Kentucky, mony years :g_o- Farly asso-
ciations taught him to take things quietly.

But what is the testimony of time in régard
to the eflicacy oftlis much derided and abused
proclamation? Let us ider, A few months
ago the rebels were sanguine of recognition

~and open intervention by fireign govern-
ments, in their beholf. They “were satisfied
that Great Britain and France both longed for
an occasjon to succor the distressed Southern
Confederacy. Many of our wisest and shrewd-
est politicians thought so also, and were deep-
Iy concerned at the imminent peril of foreign
intervention, and » War with one or more na-
tions of Europe. The New York dailies which
had correspondents ip Europe, repeatedly an-
nounced that we might expect. to hear of the
recognition of the S8outhern Confederacy, and
foreign intervention by the nextsteamer. The
aspect of our foreign affairs was alarming,
The languoge of Enropean officials seemed
studionsly frigid, Weall felt that the nation
could and would 800on conquer the rebels
thoroughly, if we were nnmo\estedby foreign
powers; but we felt at the same time that for-
eign intervention would cost ‘us many thon-
sands more of lives, many millions more of
money, aud many more years of embarrass.
ment, darkness and sorrow,

Now it is plain that next to the vigorous
prosccution ot the war against the rebels, it
would be a highachievement ot statesmanship
t6 take some step which wonid turn the tide
of popular feeling in Europe inour favor, and
€0 make it highly unpopular for any Earopean
government to act adversely to the interests
of the Union. President "Lincoln surveyed
the whole ground carcfully, and saw—

Firit, that slavery was a powerful source of
strength to the rebela. N

8ccond, that slavery was odious to the whole
Christian worldabrosdas well as to five-sixths
of the American people.

Third, That a blow at glavery, in the re-
belllous States, in the shape of an Emancipa-
tion Proclawmarion, would not oniy be right
morally conzidered, but Wonld enlist thene-
tive syvmpathies of the Zuropean people in
belalf of our Government, and render for-
cign intervention almost 'impossible. He
consequently issued his Proclamation to take
¢flect on the first day of the present Fear,
‘Theresults, hitherto, have been highly credic
table to the foresight and sagacity ofthe Pres-
ident. The immense gatherings of the mass-
¢8, over great Britain, 10 endorse and appland |
the Proclamiation; tbe cloyuent orations for
the Union, delivered by the most popular
orators of Europe; the scathing invectives
against negro slavery, in the public journals,
far surpassing :mytluﬂi ever published before
—all go to prove that the President has sound-
ed n blast, to which the popular_heart of Eu- |
rope beats in joyful response. Why, if some |
strapgo infatuation, O lunacy were to drive I
any European monarck to send his armies to
aid the slave oligarehy, their soldlers wonld
desert by thousands, and join the flag of free-
dom.
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