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Publishers scrambled to meet the great demand for information about the little 

known Republican candidate, who at first was often referred to as Abram 

Lincoln.1 Thurlow Weed’s suggestion that Charles G. Halpine be given the task of 

writing a campaign biography came to nothing.2 The most informative of the 

thirteen campaign lives that did appear in 1860 were by William Dean Howells, a 

young Ohio journalist who was to achieve literary fame, and by John Locke 

Scripps, editor of the Chicago Press and Tribune and a good friend of Lincoln.3 For 

Howells, Scripps, and other authors, Lincoln prepared an autobiographical sketch 

which, though brief, was longer than the one he had drafted in 1859 for Jesse W. 

Fell. In this political document he said little about slavery, other than to reproduce 

his 1837 resolution denouncing the peculiar institution as based on “injustice and 

bad policy” and assert that his views had not changed since then. He devoted 

much more space to his Mexican War stand, correctly assuming that the 

Democrats would once again attack his record on that conflict.4 
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