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 In July, when Thompson expressed a wish to meet with Lincoln, the candidate 
hesitated.1 Because Democratic papers had been accusing him of nativist proclivities 
(even alleging that he had attended a Know Nothing lodge), he wished to do nothing 
that might lend credence to those false charges.2 So rather than invite Thompson to 
Springfield, he dispatched Nicolay to Indiana with instructions to ask what his old friend 
wanted to discuss and to assure him that his motto was “Fairness to all,” but to make no 
commitments. In mid-July Nicolay carried out this mission, finding that Thompson “only 
sought to be assured of the general ‘fairness’ to all elements giving Mr Lincoln their 
support, and that he did not even hint at any exaction or promise as being necessary to 
secure the ‘Know Nothing’ vote for the Republican ticket.”3 Fearing the influence of 
Know Nothings in northern Illinois, Lincoln asked Thompson to write to John Wilson, an 
American party leader in Chicago who had been a delegate to the Constitutional Union 
party’s convention.4 Thompson complied, and Wilson abandoned the Bell movement 
after its Illinois leaders tried to merge with the Douglasites. Davis urged Lincoln to 
cultivate Wilson, which he did, making sure that the Chicagoan was invited to speak at a 
major Republican rally in Springfield.5 
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