Black Soldiers in the Civil War
“Once let the black man get upon his person the brass letters U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a musket on his shoulder, and bullets in his pocket, and there is no power on earth or under the earth which can deny that he has earned the right of citizenship in the United States.”
--Frederick Douglass, “Should the Negro Enlist in the Union Army,” July 6, 1863
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Men of Company E, 4th USCT at Fort Lincoln, Washington DC, 1865 (Library of Congress)
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Frederick Douglass

Susie King Taylor
    Henry W. Spradley
Digital Resources
“Black Soldiers in Civil War” http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/blacks-civil-war/ 

Budge Weidman, a leading researcher and volunteer, provides an overview about the role of the United States Colored Troops (USCT) during the Civil War for the National Archives  Designed primarily for teachers, this website offers an easy-to-understand introduction to the topic.
Pennsylvania Grand Review   http://housedivided.dickinson.edu/grandreview
This website from the House Divided Project at Dickinson College focuses on the dramatic details of the 1865 Grand Review in Harrisburg for black troops but includes a wide array of resources.

“Henry W. Spradley, Citizen”  http://youtube.com/hdivided
A compelling film about one USCT veteran whose story was discovered by a college student.

Books To Read
Dudley Taylor Cornish, The Sable Arm (1966)
Joseh T. Glatthaar, Forged in Battle (1990)
Noah Andre Trudeau, Like Men of War (1998)
©2011 Matthew Pinsker


