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Rise of the American Homefront

• Defining the 
Homefront (gender)

• War and Equality 
(race)

Essential Question:
How did the Civil War and WWI affect American society?



Defining the Homefront
Newly Discovered Letter from Grace Bedell (1864)

“Do you remember before your election receiving a letter 

from a little girl residing at Westfield in Chautauqua Co. 

advising the wearing of whiskers as an improvement to 

your face.  I am that little girl grown to the size of a 

woman. I believe in your answer to that letter you signed 

yourself, “Your true friend and well-wisher.”  Will you not 

show yourself my friend now.  My Father during the last 

few years lost nearly all his property and although we 

have never known want, I feel that I ought and could do 

something for myself.  If I only know what that 

“something” was.  I have heard that a large number of 

girls are employed constantly and with good wages at 

Washington cutting Treasury notes and other things 

pertaining to that Department.  Could I not obtain a 

situation there?" 

--Grace Bedell to Abraham Lincoln, January 14, 1864, 

discovered in National Archives in 2007



Defining the Homefront
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Defining the Homefront



War and Equality



War and Equality



War and Equality

Newly rediscovered photo of the 1912 Carlisle v. Army football game 
(courtesy of Aiden Pinsker and National History Day) 

Jim Thorpe



Rise of the American Homefront

Essential Question:
How did the Civil War and WWI affect American society?

• Turning points or tipping points?

• Social or Economic?


