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How Americans First Experienced Industrial War

• Seeing the Elephant: Combat

• Visualizing Death: Photography

• Remembering War:  Lost Causes and 
Won Causes

Essential Question:
What were the most challenging aspects 

of modern war for American soldiers?

Union soldiers in camp by Thomas C. Roche (LoC)



Seeing the Elephant:  Combat

Pvt. John Taylor Cuddy 

(1844-64)

CSA Pvt. William E. Stoker

(1837-1864)

I am Tierd of this buisiness
“Every thing is still. We dont hear any nuse

attall. They are seartingley fixing for peace or 

the hardest fightting that every has ben done. I 

am inhops it is for peace for I am tierd of this 

buisiness and not onley me but thousands of 

others. I might say all but the big officers. They 

are doing better than if they wear at home.”

--W.E. Stoker to Elizabeth Stoker, April 12, 1863

Old Abe Done a Bad Thing

“Old abe done a bad thing 

wen he freed all the slaves 

now the rebels is fghting for 

ther rites dear friend i wish 

that this ware was over and 

i was at home with you all 

again i think that i will not 

go a soldgerning eny more 

for i am tiard of ware”

--J.T. Cuddy to Parents and 

Friends, January 16, 1863



Visualizing Death:  Photography



Remembering War:  Lost Causes and Won Causes

Gettysburg College students, 2020

Benjamin Rush 
statue, Dickinson 

College, 2020



How Americans First Experienced Industrial War

Essential Question:
What were the most challenging aspects of modern war for 

American soldiers?

• Combat or Camp?

• Dying or Mourning?

• Reconciliation or Reckoning?


