Samuel Wilkeson and the Second Birth of Freedom in America
Samuel Wilkeson was a prominent journalist serving as a war correspondent for the New York Times in 1863.  Wilkeson’s oldest son Bayard was an artillery officer who had lied about his age to join the Union army and was mortally wounded on the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg, at a place known today as Barlow’s Knoll.  Left behind by surgeons fleeing the oncoming Confederates, Lt. Wilkeson (19-years-old) was forced to amputate his own shattered leg and apparently died later from shock.  Correspondent Samuel Wilkeson, who was married to Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s sister Catherine, recovered his son’s body in the battle’s aftermath and wrote a famous report in the Times which appeared on July 6.  This report was then redistributed as a popular pamphlet under the title:  Samuel Wilkeson's Thrilling Word Picture Of Gettysburgh.  
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Death of Lt. Bayard Wilkeson (1844-1863), Battery G, 4th US Artillery, Army of the Potomac (By Alfred Waud / Courtesy of Library of Congress)

Here is the opening of Wilkeson’s Gettysburg dispatch, New York Times, July 6, 1863:
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DETAILS FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.
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‘Who can write the history of a battle whose
‘eyes are immovably fastened upon a central igure of
transcendingly absorbing interest—the desd body of
80 oldest born, crashed by a shell In & position where
® battery should never bave been sent, and aban-
doned to death in a building where surgeons dared
not to stay ?

The battle of Geitysburgh! Iam tola that it com-
menced, on the 1st of Jaly, & mile porth of the town,
between two weak brigades of infantry and some
doomed stiliery and the whole force of the rebel
army. Among other oosts of ibis error was
the death of Rsrmorvs. Iis value was price-
less, however, though priceless was the young
and the old blood with which it was bought,
The emor put uwe on the delensive, and
gave us the choice of position. From the
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howl of a fixed shot that Wurrworrx must have made.
During this fire the houses at twenty and thirty
feet distant, were recelving their death, and
saldiers in Federal blue were torn to pleces in the
road and died with the peculiar yells that
blend the extorted cry of pain with borror
and despalr. Not an orderly—not aa smbulance—
not & stragger was to be seen upon the plain swept by
this tempest of orchestral death thirty minutes after
ft commenced. Wers not one hondred and
twenty pieces of artillery, trying to cut from
the field every bdaltery we bad in postion
to rvesist thelr purposed infantry atlack, snd
to sweep away the slight defences behind which
our Infsatry were walting? Forty mioutes—afty
minutes—counted on watches that ran! Oh so lan-
guldly, Shells through the two lower rooms. A
shell into the chimney that daringly did not
explode. Shells fn the yard. The air thicker
and faller and more - deafening with the howling ard
whirring of these lafernal missies. The chief of
atatf :tmk_l- Wriirawe_lavad and vesnantad

drove them back over {-
below, .
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colors and a large nui
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portunity, and actually
‘While marching them
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And here is how Wilkeson chose to close his stirring dispatch from July 6:  
“My pen is heavy. Oh, you dead, who at Gettysburgh have baptised with your blood the second birth of Freedom in America, how you are to be envied!”

Just over four months later, standing on a hill not far from where young Bayard Wilkeson had died, Abraham Lincoln invoked a similar sentiment:  

“We here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom.”
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