Emancipation in a Global Context
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    Seal of the Abolition Society in England
     Freedmen’s Monument, Washington DC

“The most formidable decrees which he hurls at the enemy 
and which will never lose their historic significance, resemble –as the author intends them to—ordinary summonses sent by one lawyer to another on the opposing side.”

--Karl Marx on Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, 1863
1791-1804
Haitian Revolution leads to first emancipation in Western Hemisphere
1833-34
Slavery abolished throughout the British Empire by parliamentary action


1861

Alexander II issues Emancipation Edict in Russia liberating serfs

1861-5

Union emancipation policies culminate in the Thirteenth Amendment

1888

Brazil adopts “Golden Law,” the last western country to abolish slavery
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Further reading:  David Brion Davis, Inhuman Bondage (Oxford, 2006)

See also Mapping the Rise and Fall of Atlantic Slavery (http://goo.gl/maps/HRFa) 

