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reinforoe e enemy with thirty or forty thousand disciplised wroops
at that time.  An fmmediate resomption of exchanges would have
had that eflect withouat giviag us corresponding benefits,  The suffers
ing faxl 1o exist amooy our prisorers South was a powerful argu-
ment against the course pursued, and I so felt it

HILL TG BLAINE,

During the ampesty debate in the louse of Representatives in
1870, 1330, of Georgia, repiying to statements of Bilaine, discussed
1he listory of the exchange of prisoners, dwelling on 1the fact that the
cartel which was establishod in 1562 was interrupted in 1863, and that
the Federal authorities refased 1o continee the exchange of prisoners.
*The sext effor'" he sabd, **ia the same direction was made in Jan-
wary, 1864, when Robert Ould, Confederate agent of exchange, wrote
to the Federal agent of exchange, propusing, in view of Lhe dificul-
tics attending the release of prisoners, that the surgeons of the army
o8 each side be allowed to attend their own saldiers while prisoners
in the hands of the encmy, and should have charge of their nursing
ard medicine and provisions ; which proposition was also rejocsed,”
Continuing, Mre, Hill said ; ' In August, 1864, there were two more
propositions. . The cartel of exchange had been broken by the Fed.
erals nnder certain pretences, and the prisoness were accumulating on
both sides 1o siech an extent that Mr. Ould made another praposition
1o walve every objection and (o agree to whatever terms the Federal
Government wonld demuad, and 10 renew the exchange of prisoners,
man for man, and afficer for officer, just as the Federal Government
might prescribe.  That proposition was also rejected.  In the same
month, August, 1844, Anding that the Federal Government would
neither exchanpe prisoners nor agree 1o sending surgeons to the
prisooers on cach side, the Confederate Government officially. pro-
posad, in August, 1864, thal if the Fexleral Government would send
steamers and transports to Savapnah, the Confederate Government
‘would return the sick and wounded prisaners on its hands withaut an
equivalent.  That propasition, which was communicated to the Fed.
eral authorities in August. 1864, was not answered until December,
1864, when some ships were sent to Savannah,  The record will show
that 1he chied sulfering, the chief moctality at Andersonville, was be-
tween Aupast and December, 1864.  We sought to allay that sulfer-
ing by asking you to take your prisoncrs off our hands without
equivalent, and without asking you to return 2 man fog them, and
‘you refused.”
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ANDERSONVILLE PRISON."

TESTIMONY OF DR. ISAIAH H. WHITE, LATE SURGEON CONFEDERATE
STATES ARMY, AS TO THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS THERE.

[ Richmond Times, August 7, 18g0,]

Recently several articles have appeared in leading magazines and
journals in the country agitating the treatment of prisoners at Ander-
sonville and other Southern prisons during the late war between the
States.

In order that the true condition of this subject might be learned, a
reporter for 7%e Zimes called upon Dr. Isaiah H. White yesterday,
who was chief surgeon of military prisoners east of the Mississippi
during those days, and his headquarters were for a time at Anderson-
ville.

As evidence of the efficiency of Dr. Isaiah H. White in the position
which he held the ‘“ Medical and Surgical History of the War of the
Rebellion,"’ in referring to one of his sanitary reports, says: ‘‘ The
following extract shows him neither insensible to the suffering around
him nor ignorant of the cause.”

DR. WHITE'S POSITION.

*“ The papers published by the committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives show that Dr. Isaiah H. White, surgeon in charge of the
prison camp, repeatedly called the attention of his superiors to the
condition of the prisoners, appealing for medical and hospital sup-
plies, additional medical officers, and adequate supply of cooking
utensils, hospital tents, &c. The medical profession owes a debt of
gratitude to this gentleman and his colleagues in their labors for the
unfortunate men confined at Andersonville.”’

FACTS FROM KNOWLEDGE.

When asked to give his knowledge of the facts connected with the
reports of the inhuman treatment of Federal prisoners by Confed-
erate authorities, Dr. White said: “ It is not easy to see what pur-
pose is served by the publication of these articles. Under circum-
stances like those of the civil war, the remembrance is painful.”

SADDEST EPISODE,

It was the saddest of its episodes not to be willingly recalled either
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carried from the fields a sufficiency of clothing and blaukess 10 pro-
tect them from weather changes. The depression of spirit conse-
quent on defeat and capture, the home-sickness of the prisosers, and
the despoadency caused by the thought that they had been keft by
their awn Government in the haonds of \he enemy with na prospect
of exchange, conspired 10 render every cause of disease more patent
in i3 action, and were the main factors in the produciion af discase
and death,

** How were you off for medical supplies, Doctoe? ™' asked the re-
porter.

* We were sadly deficient in medicines, the United States Governe
ment having declared medicines contraband of war, and by the
biockade prohibiting us from getting them abroad, we were thrown
largely on the use of indigenous rensedies, '

GRANT'S TESTIMOXY.

The following testimony of General Grant may be of interest.  In
his testimony before the Commiltee on the Conduct of the War,
February rath, t863, General Grant's answers were a5 follous:

Oweition, 1L has been said 1that we refased 1o exchanpo prisoners
because we found ours starved, diseased, unserviceable when we
received them, and did not like to exchange sound men for such men.

Ausver. There never has been any such reason as that. That
has beca 2 reason for making exchonpes. 1 will confess that if oor
men who are prisoncrs it the Sauth were really well taken care of,
sutlering nothing except 2 lintle privation of Jiberty, then, in s mili-
tary point of view, it would not be good policy for us to exchange,
because every man they get back: is forced right into the army at
ance, while that is not the case with our prisoncrs when we receive
them. In fact, the half of aur returned prisoacrs will never go into
the army again, and none of thens will untit after they have bad & fur,
bough of thirty or sixty days.  Sull the fact of their suffering as
they do-is 2 rexson for making this exchange s ropidly as possible

Question, And never has been a resson for pot making the
cxchange ?

Angswer, [t never has, Exchanges having been suspended by
reason of disagreements on the part af agents of exchange on bath
sides before 1 came in comnsand of the armies of the United States,
and it being near the opening of the sprieg campaign I did not
desm itadvisable or just to the men who had 1o fight our baules to
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by the North or South. 1f i ns hlmor:, s to be wmen, hawever, it 1:
better for it 1o be based upon faets than fiction.

“Teis a well-known face," szid D White, * that the Confederate
antborities wsed every means In their power (0 secure the exchange
of prisoners, but it was the policy of the Usited States Government
1o prevent it, as is well shown by aletter of General Grast to Gens
eral Builer, dated August the 1Sth, 186y, in which he s :

It s hard op our men held in Southern pesons sot 1o exchange
them, but it 58 hamamity o those loft in the ranks to fight our batthes.:
Livery man released on parole or otherwise, beconses an active soldier
apainst us at poce, ether directly or indirectly.  If we commence a
system of  exchange which liberates all prisoners taken, we will have
1o figrht oa uanl the whale South is exterminated- 1§ we hold those
cavght they amoant 1o no more than dead men.

AU his particular time 10 release all rolsed prmm North would
msure Shermon's defeat sl woukl compromise our safety heve.'

“This palicy,” continued the Dactor, " ot only kept our men out
of the fiedd, bt threw upan ons impoverished commissariar the feed-
ing of & large number ol prisoners.”

TRKA'I'.IIIL\'T O PRESOXKILS.

In refutation of the charge that prisoners were starved, et it be
noted that the Conlederate Congress in May, (861, pass=d a Lill pro-
viding that the ratiors furnished 10 prisoners of war shauld be the
same 0 quantity and quality a8 those lssu«l to the enlisted men m
the army of the Confederacy. And the prisoners ot Andersonville
received the same rmtions that were fornished the ‘Confederate guard.
That this was sometimes scant, every old rebel in. tbe ﬁcld can u-.mfy
But this was due 10 our poverty.

MORTALITY,

“ According to the report of Secretary of War Stanton, the num-
ber of Federal prisoness wha died in Conlederate prisoas is 22, 576.
and according to the ssme auth(mty lbe mumber of Confederate
prizoners who died in Northern prisops is 25,436, Aomrding 10 the
report af Surgeon-Genenl Barnes the number of Confederates held
in Northern prisons durmg the war was no,ooo. and the number of
Federal prisoners held in Confederate prisoas was 270,000,

“It is to he observed that in all of the calenlations of mortality
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made by the writers of these arficles the figures relate to ‘Andersan.
yville. which was ackpowledged the mast unhealthy of any of our
prisons, and yet the mortality rate will compare favorably with that
of Alton, Ill., which was 506.4 antually per thausand."'

CAMP AT ANDERSOXVILLIL

The camp at Andersonville was established on & naturally healthy
site in the hlghlnnds of Sumpier eounty, Georgix, Thse officers sent
to focate this prison were instructed (o prepare a camp for the recep-
tion of ten thowsand prsoncrs,  For this purpose twenty-severt acres,
consisting of the northern and southern exposures of two rising
grounds, belween which ran a siream from west to east, was selected.
In August, 1864, nearly thirty.three thousand prisoners were crowded
together in this area, in consequence af the refusal of the United
States Government to exchange prisaners, we having no ather prison
to which 10 send them at that time.

CAUSE OF DISEASE.

‘The sudden aggregation of these men at a camp unprepared - far
their reception, originally desigeed for only ea thowsand men, de-
veloped many vnsanitary conditions, which combined with pre-exist-
ing causes, evolving sickness and stamping it with a greater virulence.
The most praminent of these were : The men came from a bhigher
latitude and nnaccustomed to a Southern climate in the mast unheal-
thy season of the year, August, The temparary detective police of
the camp, and the insufficient protection in quarters, a0d the bread
ration, coasisting of corn-meal used largely in the South, to which
they were upaccustomed, contribated to the spread of diarrhoia and
dysentery, which was the cause of eighty.six per cent. of the entire
number of deaths.  But the cvil influences exercised by the camp
conditions ard dict wauld not have been followed by the same mos-
tality had the same grooml and shellers beea crowded 10 the same
extent with well-disciplined troops wailing for the openiog of A cam-
paign,

EROXEN DOWN IFHYSICALLY.

‘These men on their arrival were broken dawn phr.slcallv by pre-
vious hardships, hurried marches, want of sleep, debcent rations, and
exposures in all kinds of weatber, by night and by day that precede
and attend the hostile meeting of armies. The prisoners seldom
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