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Landon In California.

Widely diverzent
Ing placed upnn the resnlts nf the Repub-
lican primary California the
f=3nes at stake have not bhren clearly under-
the
of vates for the unin-

interpretations are he-

in hecusa

stand, abservers, noting

substantial majoriy

Sama cus<nal

grrycted delegates ta tha Repoblican Na-
tianal Convention, jump to the conclysion
that CGav, Landnn “took a bheatinz' in Cali-
farnia. In the lizht of the campaigns cone
ducrted by hath factions that view is difi-

culit to maintain,

In the first place, there was nn fizht he-
taren aspirants for the pomination, ‘The
vninztructed ticket fs exactly what it por-

ports to he,
when Earl Warren,
man,
released them 1o vote as they desire at the
nationat On the olther hand,
Gov. Landon neither affirmed
ated the slate of Jdelegates pledged tn him
through the artivities of Gov. Merriam aund
William Randolph Hearst,

Supporters of tha Kansas Governor wers
lined up on both sides of a local fight, The
Landon-for-President “lub Angeles
repudiated the jeadership of Merriam and
Hearst and appealed to friends of the Goy-

Repnblican State ehair-
to whom the delegates were pledged,

convention,

nor repudi-

in lLns

ernor to vote for tha uninstructed dele-
Fates. A similar position was taken hy
zome of California’s leading newspapars.
The uninstructed deiegation. war spon-

enred by the Los Angeles Times, the San

Franciseo Chronicle and the Oakland Trib-

une.  Rut the Timer, for axample, ap-
pealed to “those who hiave the Kansan's
hest inteyests genujnely at heart” ta “'sup-

port the free ticket of California delegates

and clear Gov, Landon of the imputation

that has been thrust upon him."

It is evidenmt, therefore, that the fight
tuened upon local issues, Republicans ot
California rejected tha Jeadership of the
Merriam-ifearst faction, withour express-
inz any clear-cul choice for the Presiden-

tia} nomination. Some of the winning dele-

Fates are known o he favorable to Landon.

Some will doubtirss support other candi-
dates, However, with the growing indica-
tinps that former DPresident Hoover will

make no attempt 10 gecure the nomination,
It i3 reasonahle to helieve that a consider-
able share of Califarnia’s 44 delegates will
ba found in the Landon column when tha
voting hegins at Cleveland.

Incidenrally, tha choice of & lepublican

randidata will he mada sasinr by Senalor
Borah'as statement that “if Mr. Landon oc
Mr. Knox cames up te the Cleveland con-

ventien with o fair expression of the pao-

rle that he is their choice, I'm not gaing

to ztand in the way,

The Three Plagues.

The Ceneral Fducation Reard, {ounde?
hy Jnhn D Rackefelier, sr., recently an-
nouneed 4 3000000 Zift to provide 4 new
huilding for Memorial Hospital which spa~
cializes in the study and treatment of ecan-
ver,  The maliznaney of the disvase and
the mystory of its cause and cure will stir
a romantic-minded pablic 1o keen appreciz-
tion of this zirft,  The reputation of Me-
morial Hospital, Jonz  aflilinted  with  the
Cnrnell AMedical Colleze, in the fietd of can-
cer makes the news doubly pleasing, 'The
fizht against caneer js notably strongthened
when medicine is hackerd up by snch rajn-

fnreements,

Cancer is the secand zreat plague of mod-
ern times.  The first, not oniy hecauce of
jt= prevalaneo, hut also hecause it has heen
Iongest recozuized, is tubereulosis,  In this
ciaze, the tochniques of prevention and cura
are well enouch known, yet tubereunlosis

has not heen wiprd out art & single stroke.

Complete eradication of the disease awalts
improvement of living comditions and co-
operation of the geneval public.  Seieuce
has danated its hest enercy and ahbijlity to

devige successful treatment [or hoh 1hese
maladies, but the actual tighting he
carried on hy the average men and women

mist

ol the world.

With this realization, it is bitterly ironic
that, though the doctors have completed the
most perfect strategy to whip the third
plague, there is no concerted movement for
jts eradication. The third great plague 'o-
day is syphilis. Together with gonorrhea.
3t attacks more than 1,000,000 new victims

-~ yearly in the United States. In Washing-
ton. these lwo diseases represent an un-
believable menace to public health, In
1918, 116 cases were reported to the local

j can Federation of Labor,
i the United

| fined

j cern

Health Department; in 1333, the total had
mounted to 5,120, More thorouxh physi-
cal examinations may well account for much
of the jncrease. But it is certain that the
venereal diseases are not under control here
or elsewhere. '

Since both may be cured as well ag pre-
vented, it is a tragedy that no hetter prog-
ress has heen made against them, A smoke
sereen of mistaken prudery protects them
well.  So effective is this barrier to effective
atlark upon the problem that in the 1937
Treasury appropriation bill, only $80,000
is being discussed for the venereal disease
division of the U. S. Public Health Service
as agningt $2.000,000 to combat chinch bugs
and $1.000,000 1o control the Mediterranean
fruit fiy.

Labor And Politics.

In an address to the National Women™
Trade Union League, Francis J. Gorman,
vice president of the United Textile Work-
erg, forecasts a new political alignment in
the United States. Since he advocates
creation of 4 genuine Labor Party, he ap-
parently has in mind the concentration of
all employers camp and all em-
ployed persons in another. That develop-
ment is an old story Europe, hut its
applicability o the conditions of American
democracy is open to serious gquestion.

The current trend is undeniably in the
direction of partisanship within the Ameri-
Some time ago
Mine -Workers enthusiastically
indorsed the candidacy of President Roose-
velt, Now Presldent Green of the A, F, ot
.. has taken a similar course, although he
npp:\rent\l,\' did not speak officially for the
meet-
ing in Washington this week, should follow
his lead the tradition of non-partisanship
in the parent lahor organization would he
pretty well shattered.

Before that step is taken leaders of the
A. F. of L. ghould seriously contemplate
its implications, 18 organized labor ready

in one

in

federation, Tf the execulive council,

! to ddentify its cause with-1that of a political
That was conciugively proved ]

If so0, is the action merely oppor-
or is it a step toward the dislinctiva
Gorman foresees?

party?
tunist,
L.abor Party which Mr.
And, gince it takes two o make a bargain,
is the Democratic party \villinx& to he de-
not as an instrument of democracy
but as the organ of one well-organized
group therein?

Samuel Gomperg, father of the maodern
fabor movement in the United Siates, made
a practice of turning political situations to
the advantage of the working man. But,
in his own language, he “refused to let
the lahor movement he annexed by a polit-
ical party and . . . refused to lead them
from which it would take
It does not appear
changing conditions of themselves
warrant from his effective
methads of promoting the cause of Labor
through both major poljtical parties.

One motive behind Mr., ureen’s break
with the philosophy of his predecessor is
apparent. ‘

His momentons striuggle with John L.
l.ewix, president of the U, M. W. aver
Industrial unionism keeps the A. F. of L.
chief consiantly on the firing line.  He is
well aware of President Roosevell's popu-
farity among the rank and file of working

inte a policy
lecades to recover.”
that
departure

men. By publicly advocating the Presi-
dent’s re-election, in spite of previous ap-
peals to affiliated unions te remain alool
froam political organizations, he takes some

wind from the sails of Mr., Lewis. Even
il that enuld he written down as an achievé-
ment for Labor, however, it would still
offer justification whalever for the
undermining of the A. F. of IL.'s non-
partisan tradition.

While this movement goes forward with-
in the ranks of lahor, some industrial and
business organizations are inclined to line
Administration. In
unfortunate. Group
are essentially self-
in character may properly con-
principles and na-
when they set out to
party or candidate
inde-
unnecrssary

no

up agalnst the present
both cases the resuit is
organizations which
asserting
themselves with
Rutt
oppose or indorse any

tional polirirr.

as A bhody, they weaken their own

pendent position and foster

frictinn in essential economic relationshipr,

Dresses With A Design.

Back
and women were corseted, a quaint form
of communication between the sexes sprang
up. On the feminine side it was known as
“fan language.” Beruffled parasols, also,
were a happy medium for expressing emo-
tiops in the days hefore word-signs became
just a teelinieal term in shorthand. Men,

in tha days when

responded via the forigts—
roses for Jove, petunias for sympathy, Alas,
however, coy customs went out with
WELCOME doormats and GOD BLESS OUR
HOME samplers,

Anna Steese Richardson of the Woman's
Home Companion declared that
“women have passed through the tea~room
stuge and have developed a taste for red
meat in restaurants and in their reading.”
She xcems to think fhat in the ‘race for
survival of the fitlest, steaks and stern
realities have far outclassed ice-box cakes
Perhaps she had
in mind the women who went so far as to
horrow formai
wear yund who have long since been relaxing
in shorts, slacks and divided skirts, Even
the fodora was not safe, and the masculine
jauntiness with which it was worn by sweét
young things was a far ery from the subtte
messiges olice transmitted by means of de-
mure hats and provocalive veils.

With the coming of spring, however,
woinen again are dressing with a purpo:e.
And the purpese this case is peace.
Printed chiffons and crepes are no longer
enhanced by mere floral or imaginative de~

in their turn,

recently

and lukewarm illusions.

men’'s dinner jackets for

in

men were men !

i come acrosg & lode of real gold,

gsigns but bhear the word PAX in bold pat-
tern. Sometimes the letters are incor-
porated in the material in definite succes-
gion, they are more or less dis-
guised in weired formation, But,
subtle, women will find more than a cru-
And
that is the age-old feminine streak which
delights in finding 2 new way of wearing
the heart on the sleeve,

Again
obvious nr

sader’s gatisfaction in wearing them.

Getting Together Again.

Atlthough certain details have still to be
settled, the prolonged and often suspended
negotiations hetween the representatives
ot railway maunagements and the unions
are reported to be nearing a satisfuctory
conclusion. The roads are said to be pre-
pared to make liberal dismissal allowances
to employes losing their positions as a re-
sult of mergers, consolidations or unifica-
tlon of facilities involving two
The unions’in return for such
it iz assumed, cea;e
press for a legislative snlution of the labor
displacement problem

In the absence of a vn]!inmry agren-
ment there was grave danger that Congress
would yield importunities of the
rail unions and pass the Wheeler-Crosser
hill.  That measure provides for compen-
ration of employes displaced through
reduction in the services -or facilities of
individual roads as well as those who lose
their johs because of inter-company con-
solidations, Furthermore, the roads wouM
have to secure permission of the I. C. C.
hefore making any changes affecting their
employes. J. J. Pelley, president of the
Association of American Railroads, asserts,
indeed, that the .hill would make it im-
possible for an individual road to close a
station, discontinue a train, consolidate its
mechanical facilities or in any way curtail
its operations, without first obtaining the
approval of the I. C. C

The emergency transportation act of
1933, which expires next month, has has-
tened consideration of the prohlem pre-
sented by displaced labor. FEmployes on
the pay rolls of the roads in May, 1933,
have been protected against loss of their
pogitions hy this temporary measure. Ar
a consequence of its restrictive provislons, ¢
which have limited the reduction in labor
costs, the roads have bheen discouraged
from pressing unification plans,

or mora
carriers.

concessions will, 10

to the

Co-ordinator Eastman has strongly
emphasized the advantage to railway
employes as well as to the roads them-
celves of eliminating superfluous labor
as a means of reducing operating
costs, “Looking into the future,” he *
said, in a recent public address, ‘“and
considering the competitive conditions
by which the railroads will be con-
fronted, I can foresee progress, de-
velopment, increasing traftic and employ-
ment, provided, hut only provided. they
can make the adjustments necessary to
meet these conditions. One of the
essential adjustments is elimination of
all unnecessary waste so that railroads
can operate at the lowest possible reas- -
onable cost. The sooner they get to
work and do this, the hetter in the end
for ail concerned, including the em-
ployes.”

By entering into voluntary agreements
with their employes to make reusonable
compensation to displaced workers, rail-
way managements will have a greater in-
centive to improve the quality of thelr
services and reduce operative cosls. And
railway labor will in the long run benefit
by the enlarged employment opportunities
vesulting from an expansion of vail trafe.
At the same Llime, a reasonable measura
of protection against undue huardship will
he afforded by the dismissal wages Lha.l the
roads are willing to pay.

As Coordinator Jastman says, such pay-
ments are “a logical extension of the pen-
gion principle.” Introduced at a time when
trafiic iR increasing, they will not be a
great financial strain upon the roads, and
they can be adjusted to their ability to
pay more easily than a scals of payments
arbitrarily imposed by law or hy burcau-
eratic decree.

Gold-Rush, 1936.

There is no news ir the fgurative April
statement that

“The buttercups, bright-eyed and bold,

Hold up their chalices of gold.”

But coantagious emotion ought to. ema-
nate from thé front-yard garden ot Mr.
Walter Muller—RBorough of Qucers, City
of New York—for there Mr. Mualler has
right be-
side a crop of yellow jonquils, Yet low
is the discovery received?

Time was when such an announcement
moved whole populations to the aureate
site. Lives were staked and lost in the
succeeding scramble. Today, on the con-
trary, nobody even tries to jump the ini-
tial c¢laisn, and the modern Sutter just takes

" some sample earth Lo an assayer; gets his

picture in the inside pages of the papers,
and says he may, after all, use the site of
his potential mine for the erection of a
front porch, where, of a summer's evening,
he can have a.comfortable chat with his
neighhors. .

Perhaps the reason for this apathy lies
in the minor fact that Mr. Muller's garden
hasa't yet yielded enough of the preclous
ore to fill a tooth. Or is he postponing
operations in the hope that his gold may

soon he worth more in terms of 49 or 39

cent dollars?

According to Einstein, “The empirical
guantum of the gravitation equation bridges
the corpuscles of the material eschantology
by subliminal energy evolved counter-ciock-
wise out of analogous infinities.” You may
run out and play a while now.

The still, small voice of conscience rings
in a loudspeaker when you get caught up

“Ethiopia Is Italian.”

Letters To The Editor.

Results Of Conquest.

To the Editor of The Post—Sir:
Conquest of Ethiopia may do for
Italy what>Mark Antony's inva-
sion and other European plunderers
of Africa did for ancient Rome and
Greece. Among the resulls of any
international conquest, almost in-
evitably follows a biological after-
math of racial admixtiure.

In Rome, following a Carthaginian
war, 70,000 African slaves were re-
corded in the population but in a
century later the swarthy complex-
ion and the-curlier, darker hair of
Italians -were the only records of
the enslaved people The Moors |
were. lost in Spain. S

Mussolini, the freebooter” and
marauder of our day, is possibly
thinking of Ethiopia as an environ-

All . communications must
carry the writer's name and ad-
dress, though pen names are
permitted at the Editor's dis-
cretion. In fairness to other
correspondents, brevity is re-
quested. Letters are subject to
condensation,

ment in which to breed a more
virile Ilalian. race, more cannon
fodder, and perhaps
spearhead of African revolution in
African mandates and colonies. In
a little while, conqueror and con-
quered will be friends, neighbors,
husbands and wives. Then will

: history record conquest as a vice

tory or a defeat for Rome.
E. B. HENDERSON.
Falls Church, Va;, May 4.

The Orchestra Tangle.

To the Editor of The Post—Sir: !
I have noted a letter in your col-
umns today. signed by Fairfax
Oyster, in which he says: “Wash- :
ington has not now a symphony :
mchnstra. it has only an assccia-
tion."”

May I point -out that Mr. Oystcr
is incorrect in saying that we do
not have an orchestra now. We are
at present. like the Boston, the
Philadelphia, the Philharmonic, and
other symphony orchestras, between
seasons. and individual contracts
have not been signed with musi-
cians. We have been prevented
from signing these contracts, how-
ever, only because of- our con-
troversy with Union officials—nnt
over ferms of pay or working con-
ditions. but on personnel matters
that we feel are vital to the con-
tinued artistic excellence of the
orchestra.

. May I also point out that the Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra As-
sociation does have a record of
five successful seasons of symphony
orchestra goncerts to its credit,
and that it alrcadys has enrolled
for next season approximately 700
members, with a total of more than
1.800 contributors,

C. C. CAPPEL.
Manager, National Sym-
honv Orchestra Assn,

w ashmgton. May 6.

‘ To the Edilor of Thc Post—Sir:

As a local amateur musician, and
enjoying a familiarity ‘with the
“Symphony” situation, I feel that
someone. perhaps better equipped
than myself. should refute some
statements made in the editorial 1n
The Post headed “The Home Town
Boys."

The question ¥ not one of the
importation of musicians, but the
idea of keeping them from compet-
ing with local musicians in eother
engagements, a subject matter that
is covered’ by national law of the
American Federation of Musicians,
and not local law.

As far as the personnel manager
is concerned. no one can deny the
union the right to enforce discipline
within its own ranks.

1 am constrained to point out an
important fact. Many articles are
referring 1o the orchestra as “Mr.
Kindler's Orchestra™ and the state-
ment is continually made that Mr.’
Kindler came here and started this
orchestra. This is emphatically not
so. The orchestra was formed by a
bunch of Washington musicians;
and, after it was organized, Mr.
Kindler was invited here to con-
duct. Musicians, however. are not

, usually good business men, and
these original men were no excep-
tion. and they allowed the control
of their orchestra to fall into the
hands of pcople who. aithough they
talk and write of “art” are much
more interested ‘in finance. N

Even the title of your editorial
was an affront to the local musi-
cians, and it is my hope. that the
“Home Town -Boys” (many ot
whom in the past have helped
build up the subsecription list of
The Post) will regain control of
their own destinies.

HARRY L. LEWIS.

Washington, May 4

Tao the Editor of The Post—Sir:
Truly the plans of our National
Symphony Orchestra appear some-
what con{usmg Having read many

with.

i ington.

times in the various newspapers |
that no summer concerts were to ;

be held and that our director was ;

booked for European appearances,

it is surprising to read that these

concerts are now contemplated and
it is gquite evident that these
changes have been made in an ef-
fort to prevent Mr. Yasha Bunchuk
from presenting his proposed con-
certs.

In view of the fact that for the
past :[our years residenis of Wash-
inglon in all walks of life have
been harassed and annoyed heyond
endurance by benefits of every de-
scription {o obtain funds for the
symphony, it appears time for
someone with the proper financial

develop a:

backing and business abxmy lo put .

the organization on a paying basis.

Those of your 1eaders who refer
to Mr. Bunchuk as an “unknown”
are evidently unacquainted with

various European capiials and in
Neiw York City, where he is recog-
nized as one of the world’s finest

cellists and a director of oulstand- !

ing ability.

As no funds are requested and
our now unemployed musicians
would have an opportunity to earn
some greatly needed funds—just
where does the objection arise? It
is time for Washington residenis to
wake up and realize that a rare

and unusual opportunity confronts.

them.
MRS, LA MOTTE HENNING
Washingtoa. May B, .

To the Editor o[ The Post~—Sir:
1 want to thank you for the pub-
licity you have given in The Post to
furthering the efforts of the Na-
iional Symphony Orchestra of the
* District.

I feel that what you are doing is
helping to crcate in the minds of
the children of Washington an ap-
preciation of good music, and know
that these concerts are of great
value to their education,

LOUISE A. FRY, President,

District of Columbia Congress

of Parents and Teachers.
Washington, May 5.

To the Editor of The Post—Sir:
Why don’t the newspapers get the
facts straight before giving an opin-
ion editorally?

Some of the people do know the
correct story of the National Sym-
phony impasse. In a case of this
sort one side or the other is right,
there can be no compromise of jus-
tice. After all, justice, humanity
and happiness are more important
than better music-making.

The musical union is trying to
thwart the unjust conditions under
which these of its"members are sub-
jected. Who would deny it to them
if the facts were known?

After the National Symphony

*members were told there would no

summer concerts, Mr. Bunchuk and
his adherents appear and are trying
to do a worthy mission. They are
attempting to engage the symphony
members, making it possible for
them to earn something at this time,
while also giving enjoyment to the
music lovers of Washington in the
summer,

I am sure this angle of the case is’
not known generally,
praise would be NMr.- Bunchuk's
share instead of condemnation.

In answer to Mr, Potter and Mrs.
Hesselback, let them, as the sym-
phony men must, attempt to live on
a 23-week salary. such as it is.

ESTHER STEIN.

Washington, May 5.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

. the musical world outside of Wash- !
I have had the privilege of :
i hearing Mr. Bunchuk in concert in

The Utterback Case.

To the Editor of The Post—Sir:
The announcement by the Common-
wealth's. attorney in the matter of
the abduction of the Utterback girl
that his office had dropped the case,
since her voluntary confession, is
an example of the gross stupidity
which had characlerized the case
ever since the first report of the ab-
duclion; and is a parallel of the in-
efficiency and negligence. almost
criminal, which hampers law en-
forcement in the South.

Here is a .case where a girl, who
claimed 1o have been abducted,
was discovered by {wo reporters
who very conveniently had their
camera along so as to take pictures
which showed her tied in a manner
in which it was.manifestly impos-
sible for her to have tied herself.
and that:she must, therefore, have
had some assistance: yet the Com-
monwealth’s attorney does not
think this case needs any further
probing.

For some unexplained reason the
sherift, it is said. ecither declined to
accept, or failed to secure the cords
by which she was bound, leaving
room for speculation as to whether
this was a case of forgetting how,
just a few days before. in New
York. a cord left at the scene of a
murder had led to the arrest and
confession of the murderer, or just
one of gross stupidity,

This girl caused the humiliating
arrest and inconvenience of two
innocent men, one of whom, ac-
cording 1o the news. in spite of

i statements of the girl’s mother to

the contrary. had been meeting her
for some time before: and, as is
usually the case. she had to make
one of her abductors a Negro.
Fortunately no Negro was arrested;
for had one been arrested there
might have been a lynching. since
there is little likelihood that the
same consideration would have been
shown a colored suspect in Virginia
as was shown those white men.

It is quite clear that this girl
should be taught a lesson by being
prosecuted. It is clear, also, that
any responsible public official who
would drop such a case without al-
tempting to discover and prosecute
the accomplice (or accomplices) is
unfit for the. position he holds. If
for no other reason. this girl and
her accomplices should be prose-

| cuted for the expenses caused the

county in the five days' search for
her “abductors.”
PRESLY HOLLIDAY.
Washington, May 2.

Hoover And The Press.

To the Editor of The Post—Sir:
The atlitude with respect to former
President Hoover, which appears to
have been taken by the press op-
posed to the New Deal, must be
very satisfactory and comforting to,
the “New Dealers” For they no
doubt realize that, so long as the
opposition refuses to accept the
principles and ideas of Hoover, in-
cluding those relative to the tariff,
they are only being bombarded with
blank shells. .

The erroneous and mischievous
economic ideas of the insurgents or
“medicine men." those who have
been in. but not of the Republican
Party. and who are now New Deal-
ers—Norris. LaFollette, et al. and
1o a lesser extent. Borah--are large-
Iy responsible for the present plight
of the party, and our country.

There are several millions of us
who believe Hoover is everlastingly
right; make no mistake about that.
And we resent the aforesaid atti-
tude of the press, or any. candidate.
It is conceded that it might not be

“expedient” to nominate him, and
that fact, and because he is not an
dvowed candidate. accounts for his
“poor showing.” which has been so
extensively advertised. It may also
account for the poor showing of
both Knox and Borah in Illinois.

Hoover has offered the Republic-
an Party its most effective ammu-
nition, If it refuses {o make use
of it. or if (as Waltman 5355 in The
Post, May 2) the party is.out of

sympathy with him. then it will be,
for then”:

and ought to be defeated. For, un-
less therc is a realization’that 1t
was the clectorate, and not Hoover
that was “found wanting,”-a foreign-

.system of government—a sort ‘of en-

larged and camouflaged “Tammany

machmc will continue to operate

in the United States. DOC.
Clarendon, Va., May 4.

The Post

Impressionist

Mrs. George’s

Gilbert Stuart
Post Office, Thuraday,

ee EORGETOWN the retro-
G spective . . . held, shut in,
with its lavender and
pressed-rose memories, . . . whose
visible distinction seems to speak
audibly in the church-bells on Sun-
day morning, and breathes not only
in the soft air, but in the perfume
of every gentle, old-fashioned rose
that blooms behind the garden
walls . . . Georgetown, who, from
her pensive porticoes, looks over her
river, brooding with memories!

“Were she mine, how I should
Iove her!”

It is Owen Wister, of course, who
is speaking in his best book—not
“The Virginian,” which everybody
knows—"Lady Baltimore,” which
everybody ought to know. Equally
of course, we have cut out the name
“King's Port" and substituted the
name “Georgetown.”

* *® *

Wister wrote of "King's Port,"
meaning Charlesion.

But he might have written as
truly in the same vein of George-
town. Even many of Vernon Howe
Bailey's drawings of King's Port
might have beeh made in George-

town.

* % %

There are only a fet such places
left: relics of a republic that was
quieter and simpler than our repub-
lic of today. Kinder, too, perhaps
—and, oh, how calmly unhurried!

There's Beacon Hill, in Boston,
There are bits of Germantown, in
Philadelphia. There are some such
towns as Dover, Del, whereof we
spoke a day or two ago. And Sa-
vannah. And parts of New Orleans.
Not many more.

L .

Yet. because- they .are so few,
these islets in a rising flood., they
become. to the general eye, more
and more like one another.

You may quite safely sub-
stitute "Georgetown" for “King's
Port.”

* k%

You live in Washington?

You areliving, at a time of \im-
mense national interest, in the most
interesting city of the United States.
For these United States are under-
going a tremendous transformation,
and the transformation is being
wrought here in Washington. You
can hear the plans being made.
You can see them put inlo opera-
tion,

And then you can cross an invisi-
ble line and enter an infangible
difference: a line which, neverthe-
less..is a Wall of Division: and a dif-

ference which, nevertheless. is as
great as the differences between

planets.

* % %

You must understand that, by
“Georgetown,” this "’ Columnisi
doesn’'t mean those portlons of
Georgetown devoted to enterprise
and vowed to modernity—doesn't
mean the ambitious portions of
Georgetown. Their devotion is re-
warded, They keep their vow,
achieve their ambition.

Notwithstanding, they themselves
nurse a fine pride in the back~
ground wherefrom they stand out
so prominently. Doesn’t it help
them, ever so much, {o stand out?
However great the dissimilarity,
they wouldn't have the backgroynd
conform to ‘them-—if they could
help it!

Nor, you may be sure, would the
backgrounders.

The trouble is that neither ele-
ment can hélp it.

Some months ago—late last
autumn or early last winter—the
rumbling rumor- came, like the
whirring of enemy bombing planes.
The sireets of Georgetown—we are
aware of the melaphor-mixture,
but consider Georgelown's confu-
sion—those streets were {o be sac-
rificed on the high altar of the
heathen god Traffic.

Georgelown folk knew what this
meant. It meant the {urning ol
their quiet residentiial ways, lined
by old and memorable houses, into
speedways.

And the coming of the speedways
would spell the exit of the old
houses —and all for which they
stood.

* * %

Consider the case of P and Q
streets. You know them. You re-
member the case? Well. then, re:

consider it. A “great central speed-
way” would run up the one street
and down the other. The first step
of progress would be the ripping
away of the symbolic Belgian blocks
on P street, replacing them by
whatever material suits a speedway.

Well, the residents had a dinner
and protested to the Commissioners,
formed a committee and protested
~—protested by a dozen methods. At
first, the Commissioners would do
nothing; but at last, it seems, they
have made this concession: “We
shan't, after all, rip up your sym-
bolic Belgian blocks; we shall
merely cover them with macadam.
concrete and asphalt. Now aren't
you happy?” ..,

. x

*

We dreamed that Mrs. George
of Georgetown, owned a Gilbert
Stuart portrait of her great-great-
grandmother as a girl, with powder-
ed hair and flounces. And she wept
when a Commissioner told her she
must let a PWAP artist paint a
PWAP lady on that sacred canvas.
But the Commissioner comforted
her—showed her the folly of her
tears. Said he:

' “We're not going 1o desiroy your
Gilbert Stuart ancestress. We're
only going to cover her up, Youll
always have the precious know]-
edge that she is still with you,
separated merely by a layer or two
of the best paint money can buy.”



